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We, the Ministers of Education of the member states of the Organization of American States, gathered in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia from November 14 to 16, 2007 for the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education, resolve as follows:
1. We reaffirm, after taking stock of the lessons learned in designing, executing, monitoring, and evaluating early childhood policies, that early childhood
 is a decisive phase in the human life cycle.
2. WE RECOGNIZE timely and pertinent early childhood education as a right and a political priority in the framework of integral care for the very young, and we underscore the need to give priority to the most vulnerable groups and those with special educational needs.
3. WE RECOGNIZE the family as the first and irreplaceable medium for educating and taking care of girls and boys; and States as the principal guarantors of the quality and equity of early childhood education and its effective incorporation into each country’s educational system.

4. WE UNDERSOCRE the responsibility of States to promote and disseminate the research and evaluation needed to generate new global knowledge and development indicators showing how integral care for the very young increases the chances of achieving better and more effective results, because it will lower repetition and drop-out rates and reduce aggression and violence; and citizens will be formed with the abilities needed for participation in the forging of more prosperous, democratic, equitable, and just societies in our region.
5. We consider that governments aspire to guarantee their peoples an education that:  (i) satisfies the basic need to learn how to know, do, live together, and be; (ii) promotes participation and responsibility on the part of families and civil society; (iii) fosters the development of factors relating to peace, development, and citizens’ rights, education in democratic values and practices, and protection of the environment; and (iv) incorporates technological innovation in order to develop the human skills needed to narrow each country’s technological divide; and that to achieve an education of that kind, it is necessary to start in early childhood.
6. We recognize the significant progress achieved in education in the region, thanks to investments and institutional reforms set in motion by governments that have managed to galvanize a wide range of social actors.
7. WE UNDERTAKE to redouble our efforts to continue forging a democratic culture in our Hemisphere by implementing the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, emphasizing that the values and practices that foster peaceful coexistence begin to be formed in early childhood.
8. WE ARE CONVINCED that sound policies are based on reliable and timely information and we stress the need to have scientifically substantiated indicators for early childhood. We commit to making progress with the development of appropriate indicators, combining our own efforts with those of UNICEF, the Andrés Bello Agreement, and the Regional Educational Indicators Project (PRIE), whose achievements we applaud.
9. WE AFFIRM the commitment of States to promote high quality preparation and professional development for early childhood educational staff and teachers, and we recognize the commitment of teachers throughout the Hemisphere to the education of our children and young people.
10. We recognize the contributions of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and the Technical Secretariat of the Department of Education and Culture (DEC-OAS), to which we delegate the task of following up on and evaluating the agreements reached at this meeting.
11. WE RECOMMEND the Heads of State and of Government of our countries to endorse and attach priority to the conclusions of our meeting in their deliberations and declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Trinidad and Tobago in 2009, and to commit to formulating, supporting, and investing in policies providing for integral care for the very young.
12. We agree to strengthen early childhood care, development, and education policies, and to develop a joint agenda of work 2007-2009 that will enable countries to enhance both quality and equity in their comprehensive early childhood care policies and strategies (care, nutrition, health, and education).
Joint Agenda of Work 2007 – 2009

In order to forge ahead with the above-mentioned commitments and expectations in respect of coverage, articulation, legal and regulatory frameworks, and financing of early childhood care and education policies, we propose adhering to the following joint work agenda for 2007 to 2009, in order to achieve the following objectives: 
a. The development of legal and regulatory frameworks and financing mechanisms to ensure sustainable implementation of early childhood policies;
b. Increased comprehensive early childhood care coverage;

c. The definition and incorporation into early childhood care and education policies of processes and criteria for focusing on attending to the poor and vulnerable segments of society, ethnic groups, and groups with special educational needs;

d. The establishment and implementation of comprehensive care programs for children that are tailored to their particular needs, characteristics, and contexts;
e. Coordination of educational sectors and institutions with other national authorities responsible for providing protection and health-related components in such a way as to guarantee the provision of comprehensive early childhood care;

f. The achievement of relevance, coherence, and quality in preparation and development courses for early childhood educators; and

g. The development of mechanisms for the successful transition of children in early childhood.
Activities proposed for the attainment of the above objectives and implementation of the Joint Working Agenda 
	Regional Workshops for Sharing Experiences and Developing Cooperation Agendas

	Description:  Holding of regional or subregional workshops to identify sound practices with respect to:
a. Comprehensive early childhood care programs

b. Inter-institutional and inter-sectoral experiences of coordination

c. Financing and regulations for policy sustainability.

The participants will be the professionals in institutions responsible for comprehensive early childhood care in each member country.  Working procedures will be geared toward exchanges of experiences among member countries, identification of areas that need strengthening, and opportunities for the provision of technical and financial cooperation.

	Expected Outcomes

	1. Experiences have been systematized and disseminated among member states
2. Technical cooperation agendas have been developed and implemented



	Regional Care Indicators Strategy and Early Childhood

	Description: Design, implement, and disseminate an early childhood care and educational  strategy that will make it possible to have quantitative and qualitative information for comparing progress in the different member states and enhancing the capacity of the education sectors and other players responsible for early childhood care; and in order to make good use of that information and strengthen policies. 

	Expected Outcomes

	1. The regional indicators strategy is up and running

2. Sets of indicators have been implemented in each member country
3. Human resources have been educated and trained in the updating and use of the information


	Impact Assessment of the Comprehensive Care Programs

	Description: Conduct impact assessments of the early childhood comprehensive care programs in order to identify successes and/or adopt corrective measures to strengthen them. 

	Expected Outcomes

	1. The countries have assessed and systematized comprehensive care programs and are actively trying to improve them
2. A databank of significant experiences has been developed that can be shared via technical cooperation


	Evaluation of the Level of Early Childhood Development

	Description:  Develop and exchange experience with regard to evaluation of cognitive, emotional, and social development in early childhood and train educators in the use of findings. 

	Expected Outcomes

	1. Member countries will have shared experiences regarding systems and instruments for evaluating the level of early childhood development
2. The institutions, teachers, and other players responsible for early childhood care will have been trained to use the findings of these systems and instruments for the design of plans aimed at enhancing the quality of care and education.


	Sharing of Experiences in Preparing Teachers and Others Responsible for Early Childhood Care and Education

	Description: Promote the sharing of experiences with preparing teachers and others responsible for early childhood care, taking into account the needs and characteristics of the children and the modalities of care adopted and paying particular attention to intersectoral experiences.

	Expected Outcomes

	1. The countries will have developed intersectoral preparation and professional development course systems for teachers and others responsible for early childhood care.
2. A network for sharing experiences will be available that promotes technical cooperation among stakeholders and there will be arrangements for teacher exchanges/internships among countries.


	Early Childhood Care and Education Portals

	Description: Expand the scope of the Educational Portal of the Americas, the Latin American Network of Educational Portals (RELPE), and the educational portals of the member states with a view to facilitating the sharing of successful experiences and contents among countries and thereby helping to strengthen early childhood care and education policies.

	Expected Outcomes

	1. The countries will have developed or expanded the scope of their early childhood care and education portals
2. The development of virtual content pertaining to early childhood care and education


	Project for the Management, Mobilization, and Participation of Civil Society in Activities  related to Early Childhood issues of advocacy

	Description:  Develop a project for combining the efforts of a number of agencies and institutions and carrying out and sharing experiences in social mobilization and participation for the benefit of young children, so as to establish strategies for the appropriation and mobilization of early childhood policies at the national and local levels. 

	Expected Outcomes

	1. Information and consultation with civil society on early childhood policies

2. Civil society mobilization mechanisms have been implemented in the member states
3. Civil society networks will have been formed that are monitoring and participating in efforts to ensure the sustainability and improvement of public policies


Procedures Proposed for Carrying Out the Joint Agenda of Work 2007 – 2009
The activities proposed above will be carried out using the following procedures, which will entail the establishment of a focal point in each member state, coordinated directly by the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) with the help of the Technical Secretariat of the Department of Education and Culture (DEC-OAS).
1. Determination of cooperating agencies and financing for each of the proposed activities, based on an expression of willingness on the part of the member states, international organizations, civil society organizations, and enterprises developing or engaged in activities or projects pursuing the same objectives.
2. A meeting subsequent to the ministerial meeting, to be attended by national directors and professionals from the countries, with a view to fine-tuning the activities, specific actions, and implementation schedules of the joint working agenda.

3. Linking each of the activities on the joint agenda with the possibilities of support from subregions (MERCOSUR, CARICOM, the Andean Community, and others), other cooperation agencies active in the region (the Permanent Executive Committee of the Andrés Bello Agreement – SECAB; the Organization of Ibero-American States-OEI; and others), and cooperation agencies/actors in each of the countries, such as NGOs and private enterprise.
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�.	“Definition of Early Childhood. - In its consideration of rights in early childhood, the Committee wishes to include all young children: at birth and throughout infancy; during the preschool years; as well as during the transition to school.  Accordingly the Committee proposes as an appropriate working definition of early childhood the period below the age of eight years; States parties should review their obligations towards young children in the context of this definition.” COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, Fortieth Session, Geneva, 12-30 September, 2005. GENERAL COMMENT NO 7 (2005).  Implementing Child Rights in Early Childhood.
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